
 

Here is the latest from Crofton Middle School… February 12, 2021 

Dear CMS Families!  

For those of you who selected it, Hybrid School is around the corner.  As a reminder, students who 

selected to return to school for the hybrid model of instruction will start on March 8 (6th grade only) or  

March 22 (7th and 8th grade).  Those students returning will be divided into two groups – referred to as 

cohort 1 and cohort 2.   Cohort 1 will come to school on Monday and Tuesday.  Cohort 2 will come to 

school on Thursday and Friday.   All students will access instruction virtually on Wednesdays.  In the 

weeks ahead, middle schools are preparing to schedule students into these two cohorts.   

 

I would like to explain some of the complexities of the process of determining which students go into 

which cohort.  First, the bus that the student would ride is an important consideration.  No bus can have 

more than 21 students on a given day. (They normally carry 50-60 students.) For example, if bus 999 has 

42 hybrid students returning to Crofton MS, no more than 21 of these 42 students can be assigned to a 

given cohort.   The second consideration is given to the number of students scheduled to be in a given 

class.  After making selections based on buses, we have to be certain that we have not scheduled more 

12 students in a given classroom, during ANY period of the day.  The third consideration has to do with 

teachers returning. (The law requires that under certain circumstances, some teachers must be granted 

an accommodation to remain working virtually.)  The students must have adult supervision at all times.  

With fewer teachers in the building, adjustments may have to occur to students’ assigned teachers.  (We 

are trying to keep this at a minimum.)  Finally, our last consideration is to assign families with multiple 

children to the same cohort, even if the children are in different schools.  (This may not always be 

possible.) As you can imagine, this is an exacting process, and as such we are not able to accept 

additional requests for hybrid learners.   

 

As soon as we complete the determination of the cohorts, we will let you know.  We are as anxious to 

complete this process as you are to hear the results!     

 

 

AACPS has purchased enough Chromebooks for EVERY student to have one.  We still have about 140 

students who have not picked up the Chromebook that is waiting for you at CMS!  PLEASE DO SO IN THE 

NEXT TWO WEEKS.  YOU MAY COME TO THE SCHOOL BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:30 A.M. AND 3:00 

P.M. MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.  Chromebooks are an essential part of the learning environment in 

both virtual and hybrid learning.  Hybrid students will need to bring their Chromebook to school each 

day, charged and ready to go.  We have nice, new jackets to protect the Chromebooks that students will 

receive when they return to school.    Personal devices can be used but are highly discouraged.  We 

cannot offer technical support for non-AACPS devices, nor can we be responsible for personal items that 

are lost or stolen.  Students cannot print from personal devices.  Again, if you haven’t already done so, 

please pick up the Chromebook at CMS as soon as possible.  

 

 



 

 

Do you have a 5th grader coming to CMS next year? You may wish to attend our Parent Information 

Night for 6th grade course selections.   

 

When: Tuesday, February 23 & February 24, 2021 at 6:00pm 
2/23– Nantucket & Crofton Meadows 

2/24– Crofton Woods & Crofton Elementary 
 

Google Meet codes will be posted in the rising 6th grade Google Classroom (hwezyok) 

 

 

SCREENAGERS NEXT CHAPTER… Our PTA is happy to announce a viewing event of the film "Screenagers 

Next Chapter." There will also be a virtual discussion during the week following the viewing of the film. 

This film is the follow-up film to "Screenagers: Growing Up in the Digital Age."  

 

The film will be available online to CMS students/families from MARCH 1 -MARCH 14. The PTA is 

covering the cost, so this event is free to CMS students and families. If your student/family is interested 

in viewing this film, please fill out this form to help us prepare and plan.    

Please pre-register at this link:     https://forms.gle/UTYL2r3iUcsBLmqK9 

 

 

Wednesday, February 17, will be asynchronous for all students.  In order to allow returning teachers 

time to prepare their classrooms for hybrid instruction, all instruction on Wednesday, February 17, will 

be asynchronous. While FLEX Blocks will be held on February 17, instruction will not be live. Students 

should log in to their Google Meet classrooms to receive learning materials or activities for the day.  

There will be no Building Community class on February 17.  The schedule will return to “normal” virtual 

learning on Thursday, February 18.   

 

 

Students, here is your time to talk with the Principal…   I will hold Student Forums again in February!  

Students, this is your chance to discuss with me what ever is on your mind… The tentative dates are 

Monday, February 22 (6th grade), Tuesday, February 23 (7th grade), and Thursday, February 25 (8th 

grade).  These will take place during club time.    

 

That’s all for now… 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Christopher R. Mirenzi 
Principal 

Crofton Middle School 

 

https://forms.gle/UTYL2r3iUcsBLmqK9

